
ON THE LINKS 

BIG ISLAND 

This longtime vacation destination is finally luring second-home seekers with 
superb private communities offering world-class attractions 

B Y S C O T T K A U F F M A N 

When Mauna Kea Beach Hotel opened on the 

Big Island of Hawaii in 1965, the resort, 

along with its famed Robert Trent Jones 

Sr. golf course, were the standard bearers of Hawaiian-

style hospitality and great volcanic golf. Over the 

years many resorts have helped make Hawaii's Gold 

Coast a leading destination, but there remains only 

one matriarch. 

Now, more than four decades after Mauna Kea's debut, 

its long-term appeal has spurred a new residential golf 

course project called Wai'ula'ula at Mauna Kea Resort. 

Actually located "mauka" or toward the mountains, 

Wai'ula'ula features 102 upscale condominiums set 

amidst Mauna Kea's sister resort, the modern Hapuna 

Beach Prince Hotel and its stunning Arnold Palmer-

designed course. 

Surrounding Hapuna 's 11th and 14th holes, 

Wai 'u la 'u la is a gated enclave that emphasizes 

environmentally sensitive tropical landscaping (the golf 

course is a member of Audubon International), low-

density buildings and open sightlines that afford residents 

rare unobstructed 180-degree vistas of the Pacific Ocean 

and the Kohala Coast. Prices start at $1.5 million for 

the sold out Ridge homes (2,100-square-foot quadplex 

units), $2.2 million for the villas (2,500-square-foot 

duplexes with a garage and pool) and $3.8 million for a 

single-family estate with separate pools, spas and spacious 

two-car garages. 

Among the many amenit ies associated with 

Wai'ula'ula are special privileges at Mauna Kea Resort, 

including easy access to fabulous white sand beaches, 

championship golf courses, tennis and fitness centers, 

spas, nine restaurants, hotel facilities, and a full slate of 

concierge residential services overseen by a security team 

formerly associated with Hawaii's governor. 

The lifestyle and the relatively affordable entry prices 

by Big Island standards is what attracted Ed Miklas and 

his wife, Janet, to Wai'ula'ula from a nearby community. 

Clockwise, from top left: A private residence at Wai'ula'ula at Mauna 
Kea Resort; No. 3 at the Mauna Key Golf Course; thatched hales (huts) 
at the Mauna Lani Spa; outdoor dining at Kuki'o 
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A self-described golf nut, Miklas, 76, says the move gave 

him what he's always wanted in a Hawaiian vacation home. 

"Here you don't have that closed-in feeling," says Miklas. 

"The density is very low here and we have great views 

from two different sides—you can see the mountains and 

the golf course—so the aesthetics and views are much 

more exquisite." 

Miklas has owned a vacation home on the Big 

Island—perhaps the only place on the planet where one 

can visit a live volcano, snow ski and sunbathe on the 

beach all in one day—since the 1990s. 

"The island is still not as crowded as Maui and Oahu. 

And there's not as much rain. I like to compare it to the 

Palm Springs of Hawaii." 

J im Dollens, a former sales executive with Boeing, 

couldn't agree more. After retiring, he set out to find his 

dream place to live. With homes in the Caribbean, France 

and elsewhere, he eventually settled on the Big Island and 

Mauna Kea. 

"I've lived all over the world and found there is 

no better place to enjoy life than at Mauna Kea," says 

Dollens, who is developing Wai'ula'ula with Blackpoint 

Capital Advisors LLC and the Maryl Group Inc. "I always 

feel this is the place where dreams go to come true." 

Another unique gated enclave within Mauna Kea 

is Kauna'oa, which features a rare 3-hole golf course 

designed by Tom Weiskopf and just 48 residential units. 

According to sales agent Kathryn Frietas, 20 of the 

28 estate homesites were sold as of March, with prices 

ranging between $1.5 million and $4.5 million for up to 

1.5 acres. Kauna'oa also offers luxury townhomes priced 

from $3.5 million. 


